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Dear Hawthorne Elementary School Families,  

My name is Carrie Brown and I am so excited to introduce myself as the new Principal of Hawthorne Elementary.  I joined the 

Riverside Unified School District a year ago, working in the Instructional Services Division at the district office.  I am passionate about 

children and education and look forward to partnering with you to provide our students with a rigorous, engaging, and high quality 

experience.   As the parent of two children (daughter, age 14 and son, age 10), I recognize the importance of the home-school 

connection.  Parents are every child’s first teacher and I believe that by working together we can ensure your child’s social, 

emotional and academic needs are met.   

Before joining Hawthorne Elementary School, I served in a variety of teaching and educational leadership roles over the past 22 

years.  Some of those roles include classroom teacher, school counselor and assistant principal, but my most important role has 

been child advocate.  I will spend a lot of time with your children, getting to know them and learning their interests.  I will celebrate 

their successes, small and large, encourage them to grow and let them know every day that they are valued and have a special place 

in our school. 

Not only am I excited to begin working with your children, but I look forward to what we will do together.  As the old African Proverb 

states, “It takes a village to raise a child”.  I am excited to see your children through your eyes.  I cannot wait to share what great 

things they accomplish throughout their days at Hawthorne, and of course, I am here to help you navigate any aspect of their school 

day.  I will be working closely with Assistant Principal Clarissa Brown to ensure a smooth transition and continued support for the 

students, staff and families of Hawthorne Elementary School.   

To prepare for the upcoming school year, please remember these important dates:  

Kindergarten/Preschool Orientation August 25 

Class lists posted    August 25 (Evening) 

First Day of School   August 28 

Free Backpacks/School Supplies (1-6) August 29 

Back to School Night   August 31 

On August 29 the law firm of Best, Best and Kreiger will be providing backpacks for grades 1-6.  These backpacks will be filled with 

pencils, scissors, highlighters and much more!  I want to extend my sincere thanks to the partners and staff at Best, Best and Kreiger 

for providing these supplies to our students.  Please check the Hawthorne website - http://hawthorne.riversideunified.org/, our 

marquee, and school phone calls for updates on times, parking and event details.   

I look forward to meeting you and embarking on another successful school year at Hawthorne!  You will see me out and about 

before and after school, please introduce yourself and your family.   

Enjoy the rest of your summer!  

 

Carrie Brown 

 


